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Julio looking for anything crawling 
Photo: Trevor Morgan 

WELCOME BACK 
Welcome back home from the holidays, to all the bat lovers!  We would 
like to wish you a New Year filled with bat sightings and new 
discoveries!  Towards the end of last year, the activities have picked up 
and GNoR BIG hosted two outings at Thabela Thabeng in Vredefort 
Dome Conservancy, North-west Province, see page 3 and 7 for the 
storys  We also hosted a bat walk in Potchefstroom (same day as the 
Rugby World cup!) Read all about the Potch Bat walk on page 6.  

 
 Possible Cape Serotine bat roost in tree trunk 
                                                                             Photo: Trevor Morgan     

The past six months, I have seen some interesting  bat-things.                                                                              
Julio found a bat roost in a tree as you can see in the picture above.  
Also, check out the lovely pouting lips on the Geoffroy’s Horseshoe bat 
on page 7!  Then there was a close encounter with a 
porcupine!  See these pictures on page 7.  What ever 
you do, don’t miss the last page! 
 
With all the hustle and bustle of being back at work, our 
Newsletter editor has decided to call it a day and focus 
more on her work and try and get some sleep between 
the bat baby feedings!  We therefore say good-bye to 
Becky as a committee member, but luckily not as a GNoR 
BIG member.  I am therefore acting editor for this edition. 
I like to thank Becky for all the great newsletters that she 
has produced.  
 
I would also like to thank Mimi Newman for another year 
of amazing website support!  Are thoughts are with you in 
tough times. 
 

All the best for 2008!  -ed. 
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Letter to the Editor 

By Alexandra Klein (Alex) 
 
I just wanted to share an awesome experience I had 
with a bat yesterday, also I have attached a little plea I 
wrote for our company paper. 
  
After supper my son and I sat in the lounge and I 
noticed what I thought was a large moth, which at this 
time of year is not unusual especially in Walkerville 
where we stay.  When I looked again though I noticed 
that this "moth" was not flying towards the light but 
rather flitting around the room at breakneck speed.   
  
I couldn©t believe it, a bat!  First my son and I made 
sure that our dog and kitten were well locked away in 
the bedrooms, then we evicted any other felines that 
would have been in the way and decided to try coax 
this little creature back out the open door.  We stood 
in such a way that it would try avoid us and only had 
one option, out the door. 
  
I think it was getting tired though because it rested on 
curtain rails more and more.  Eventually it landed on 
my shoulder, I couldn©t believe the trust and privilege 
this little creature bestowed on me.  It was so soft and 
gentle, I have never felt anything so loving from a 
completely wild animal.  I slowly walked outside and 
once it had rested it took off. 
  
They are so beautiful and it is such a pity that they are 
being vilified and destroyed. 
 

  
 

I am a Bat 
A plea written by Alex Klein – 

 Finance Department at Benteler 
 

I sleep during the day in caves, tree stumps and any 
other dark crevices I may find, while at night I am 
active and feed.  This behaviour has earned me a 
black reputation as humans cannot identify with this.  
Most fear me, though I can harm none that are much 
larger than me. 
 
It is believed that I am Satan’s messenger or the 
incarnation of great evil, a shape shifter called 
Dracula.  They, however, are unknown to me, having 
met neither.  I am simply a flying mammal, related to 
primates and lemurs. 
 
We are not carriers of disease, in fact we groom 
meticulously to keep our furs free of pests.  We do not 
all suck blood, and the few of my kind that do only 
take very little.   
 
We are not harbingers of death or evil, nor do we 
entangle ourselves in your hair.  We simply live to 
keep your crops free of harmful insects, to raise our 
young and be in peace. 
 
I beg you, do not kill us when you see us.  Despite 
what superstition says, we do not seek to destroy your 
kind nor do we seek revenge for wrongs committed on 
us.  Allow us our space and leave us be, we ask 
nothing more.  
 
I am a bat, a tiny flying creature, which harms none 
and helps many.

Baby Vampire bats from South America  
                photo from internet site:  www.vet.cornell.edu 
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Updates on GNoR BIG Events 
 

Thabela Thabeng & Rooderand Bat Outing  
By Julio Balona 
 
2 to 4 November 2007 
Vredefort Dome Conservancy, North-west Province 
 
This was our second visit to the private nature reserve 
of Thabela Thabeng and the old mine tunnels in the 
Rooderand district a few kilometres away. We like this 
area. It’s only about an hour and a half from 
Johannesburg, it’s pretty, and it’s a great place for 
bats.  Apart from the convenience, return visits are 
interesting and valuable in the information they give 
about how bat populations change at a particular site 
at different times of the year.  For this outing we 
followed our usual modus operandi of setting up 
mistnets and harp traps during the night and 
investigating any old mine tunnels or caves during the 
day. 
 
On the first night we settled down next to the 
comfortable Amanzi Chalet at Thabela Thabeng, 
watching our nets like a fisherman watches his rods. 
Not long after sunset a squadron of about thirty bats 
suddenly appeared out of the tree tops. One of them 
was caught in our net and when we extracted it we 
were surprised to find that it was a Geoffroy’s 
horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus clivosus). We know this 
species lives in the area but the reason this was 
unexpected is that unlike the plain faced bats, 
horseshoes are seldom caught in mistnets. This may 
be the result of their foraging style which is to fly 
relatively slowly in cluttered environments catching 
moths and other insects. They may also sneak up on 
prey such as cicadas and pluck them off branches 
and leaves. These hunting techniques probably make 
them much more likely to see a mistnet and swerve in 
time when compared to a typical plain faced bat which 
flies faster in open environments. The fact that only 
one of an estimated thirty horseshoe bats was caught 
allows us to speculate a probability of catching them 
in a mistnet of 1 in 30 which is approximately 3%. 
Interestingly, they are much more easily caught in 
harp traps and later that night we had two more this 
way. The harp like lines of this device are perhaps 
more confusing to the bat’s echolocation due to their 
precise staggered arrangement behind each other. 
 
 
 

 
Not long after our first bat of the evening we caught 
what appeared to be a Cape serotine (Neoromicia 
capensis) in our mistnet over the pond at the 
Plumbago Chalet. Normally we would identify it as 
such and not um..bat an eyelid, since it is the most 
widespread and common species in the country. 
However the Cape serotine is one of a group of little 
brown jobs that are a rather difficult to tell apart in the 
field. Other information is required before a 
reasonably likely identification can be made. If for 
instance, the bat is found in an urban area away from 
savannah or forest you can be fairly certain it’s a 
Cape serotine. If it is found in the leaves of a banana 
tree then it is a Banana bat (Neoromicia nanus), 
surprise surprise. However things were not so straight 
forward in our case as it is quite possible that we had 
the little known and exotic sounding Lesueur’s wing-
gland bat (Cistugo lesueuri) which seems to favour 
the kind of habitat we were in. It resembles the Cape 
serotine strongly although it is a little larger. 
Unfortunately the wing-glands are not always present 
so this does not help in the identification process and 
is probably the reason why it’s name has changed to 
Lesueur’s hairy bat (it is at least consistently hairy). 
Another difference between the two bats lies in the 
number of cheek teeth but this level of examination is 
not practical in the field.  
So in the end we’re not sure which species it was but 
a wing punch biopsy was taken which will be used for 
DNA analysis and may help shed some light on the 
issue. Anyhow, no matter what species it is, I’m sure 
you’ll agree that she was a cute little lady : 
 

Lesueur’s hairy bat or Cape serotine bat ? 
    Photo : Sharron Reynolds 
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The next day we visited the extensive old mine 
tunnels at Rooderand. These have healthy 
populations of the cave dwelling bats : Geoffroy’s 
horseshoe bat, Temminck’s hairy bat (Myotis tricolor) 
and Schreibers’ long-fingered bat (Miniopterus 
schreibersii natalensis). This is interesting because 
the geology of the area is not suited to caves so the 
bats very likely only arrived after the 1930s when the 
artificial versions had been created by mining and 
then abandoned. An unusual case of man benefiting 
nature, although we do tend to give with one hand and 
take away with a hundred others. Anyhow, there 
seemed to be not much difference in the populations 
of the bats from our previous visit in September, and I 
would estimate that there were a few hundred of each 
species. The horseshoes tend to roost in their own 
group (but not always), while the Schreibers’ and 
Temminck©s often roost in mixed clumps. 
 
We caught one of the Temminck’s for a closer look 
and in the daylight outside it’s beautiful coppery-bown 
fur was revealed . 
 
A worrying find in the tunnels was about a dozen dead 
bats. Although the bodies were fairly decomposed, 
judging from their forearm lengths it appears that they 
were all Schreibers’. 

 
Temminck’’s hairy bat     Photo : Sharron Reynolds 
 
There seemed to be no sign of obvious trauma such 
as broken bones so the likelihood that they died of 
disease is suggested. As most people know, bats (like 
any wild, stray or even domestic animal) can carry 
rabies or rabies-like viruses, although the prevalence 
rate seems to be quite low. It is possible that there 
was some disease outbreak through which some of 
the weaker bats succumbed but most managed to 
survive. Fortunately we have Dr. Wanda Markotter on 
our committee who specializes in diseases of bats 
and so she took tissue from most of the corpses which 
will be tested for viruses.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clump of Schreibers long-fingered bats and Temminck’s hairy bats with horsehoes nearby 
 Photo : Sharron Reynolds 
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Actually as matter of routine we have started taking 
mouth swabs from every bat we catch for the same 
reason, as a form of passive surveillance. 
 
On a more positive note, Francois, our tour guide to 
the tunnels, bought along a group of learner guides 
and it was a good opportunity for us to educate them 
on bats which they seemed to find intriguing.  
 

 
No they are not about to high five - Julio is explaining 
bat’s wings to the learner guides  

Photo : Sharron Reynolds 
 
That night we decided to net and trap in much the 
same spots as we did the night before and the results 
were much the same as before. Again the squadron of 
horseshoes appeared and only one was caught, and 
later a Cape serotine-like bat was captured. This time 
before we released the horseshoe we marked it with a 
dab of Tippex on the hair of it’s back. We often do this 
to see if we are re-capturing any bats but in this case 
we suspected that the horseshoes were roosting in 
the old mine tunnels at Thabela Thabeng and wanted 
to see if we could confirm this when we investigated 
them the next day.  
 
Indeed the visit to the tunnels proved to be 
enlightening. Whereas on the previous  trip in March 
there were about a dozen bats in each of the two 
tunnels, on this occasion there were about a dozen in 
the one and a few hundred in the other. Of the large 
group, two were randomly caught and they were both 
female and pregnant. An interesting thing about 
female horseshoe bats is the presence of so called 
false nipples next to their genitalia. Previously we 
have had trouble finding these unusual appendages 
but on these bats they were impossible to miss. The 
nipples therefore probably become inflamed with 
pregnancy. 
 

 
False nipples of pregnant horseshoe bat  

Photo : Trevor Morgan 
 
Also amongst the larger roost we found the bat that 
we had marked the night before. This was quite 
exciting because it gave us a glimpse in the day or 
should I say night of a horseshoe bat. We now knew 
where the bats were roosting and that they were 
foraging every night in the woodland next to the 
Amanzi Chalet about a kilometre away. While we are 
usually limited to capturing bats and examining them 
or observing them in their roosts, it is great to actually 
learn about their habits and behaviour as well. 
 
 

Bat Web Pages: 
Click on the following links to read some interesting 
bat articles: 
 
This new bat fungus problem in the USA shows just 
how important it is to sterilize gear - including boots - 
before moving between roosts. 
http://www.batmanagement.com/cgi-
bin/yabb2/YaBB.pl?num=1199773599/0#0 
 
The Indiana division of The US Office of Surface 
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSM) is a very 
interesting site 
http://www.mcrcc.osmre.gov/Indianapolis/Bat%20Gat
e/Indiana%20Bat%20Gate.htm 
 
The writer of the article on Page 4 of the Quaker 
Earthcare Witness magazine designs bat gates. 
http://www.quakerearthcare.org/Publications/BeFriend
ingCreation/BFCarchives/PDF/BFC2101b.pdf 
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Bat Walk in Potchefstroom 
By Erna van Schalkwyk 
 
20 –October 2007 
North-West University Botanical Gardens 
 
When the newly elected GNoR BIG committee 
planned the new calendar of events, little did they 
realise that the Potchefstroom bat walk was to 
coincide with the World-cup rugby final!  Luckily the 
rugby game only started late in the evening and 
approximately 25 people did show up for the bat walk 
at the Botanical Gardens of the University of North-
West. 
 
It was decided to change the programme of the usual 
bat walks and instead of catching the bats on the 
same night of the bat walk, the bats were caught the 
night before.  Twelve Cape Serotine (Neoromecia 
capensis) bats were caught, all of them were female 
from one roost.  Two were kept overnight while the 
rest were released.  The two happily snacked on the 
meal worms, kindly provided by the bat group!  They 
even got impatient if they were not fed fast enough 
and showed their annoyance by nibbling on the finger 
that feeds them. 

 
Cape Serotine bat in hand         Photo: Trevor Morgan 

 
The next day, the bat walk started earlier than usual.  
The talks on echolocation and bat species were 
completed just before sunset.  The informed group 
then went out for a walk in the gardens, geared with 
bat detectors, to look at and listen to the emerging 
bats.  Upon returning to the venue, the live bats were 
shown to the public.  By the end of the bat walk, the 
two remaining Cape Serotine females were released 
at their roost, but they were reluctant to go, as the 
Mac-mealworms were easy food which any hard-
working-food-searching-bat would appreciate at the 
end of the day.  While the released bats were out 

foraging, the successful bat walk was crowned by the 
Springbok Rugby World-cup victory and everybody 
vowed to return to Potchefstroom the next year.  
There are some Free tail bats we have not yet 
captured!   
 
GNoR BIG would like to thank the University of North-
West for the use of the Botanical Gardens and hall. 
 

Dates to Diarize for 2008 
The New Year is here and we have a full calendar for 
the year, from Bat walks to bat outings to movies 
nights. Come along and join us for one of these 
educational activities to learn more about bats. 
 
If you would like to attend any of these events, contact 
Erna at Cell: 082 927 9532 or e-mail: 
erna.vanschalkwyk@thyssenkrupp.com 
 
26 Jan’08 (Saturday) 
Bat Walk at Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens 
17:00 for 17:30 to 19:30 
 
2 Feb’08 (Saturday) 
Bat Walk at Pretoria Botanical Gardens  
7:00 for 17:30 to 19:30 
 
9 Feb’08 (Saturday) 
Training Course: Introduction to Bats 
This training course is arranged and presented by 
BatsKZN (KwaZulu Natal Bat Interest Group) at 
Shongweni Nature Reserve. 
�
1-2 March’08 (Weekend)  
(destination to be announced.) 
If you are interested in attending a bat outing / 
weekend away for this weekend, please contact Julio 
at 082 359 1295 or e-mail: julio.balona@sasol.com 
 
25– 28 April’08 (Long weekend)  
Bat outing at Buzzard Mountain Retreat 

A long weekend 
away to the 
most popular 
Buzzard 
Mountain 
Retreat near 
Louis Trichardt 

(Makhado). Beautiful rock pools to be enjoyed during 
the day and a wide variety of bats at night.   
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Committee Training Outing 
By Erna van Schalkwyk 
All photos by Trevor Morgan 
 
8 – 9 Sept’07 
Vredefort Dome Conservancy, North-west Province 
 
The fairly new GNoR BIG committee decided to do 
first things first, and jack-up their bat catching skills by 
arranging a committee training weekend at the Dome 
Trails in the Vredefort Dome.  We found a Cape 
Serotine roost in the support beams of our cottage 
which assist us with training of mist-net detangling. 
 

Julio discovered an 
Egyptian Free-tail 
roost in the 
building next door, 
and to our 
amazement, there 
seemed to have  
been a total of two 
bats living there, of 
which only one did 
not see our nets! 
 

Egyptian Free-tail bat 
 
The next day we received a guided tour to some mine 
tunnels where Geoffroy horseshoe bat hibernates 
during the winter time.  Oud guide informed us that 
the bats had left the tunnels approximately two weeks 
ago.  However there were still quite a few occupants 
to entertain our curiosity. 

 The orange and pale phases of the Geoffroy’s horseshoe bat 
 
We found Geoffroy’s horseshoe bat of both the 
orange and pale phases.  Co-roosting were the 
Temminck’s  hairy bat and the Schreibers long-
fingered bats. 
 
And the highlight was a surprise chase by a 
porcupine.  Both our bat handling and survival skills 
were improved by the weekend! 

 
Schreibers long-fingered bat. 

 

 
The pouting lips of the Geoffroy’s horseshoe bat. 

 

 
Temminck’s hairy bat 

 

 
Surprise visit from a purcupine.  Not in picture : GNoR BIG 
committee members running the opposite direction ! 
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Membership 
 
The GNoR BIG Committee would like to welcome our 
new members and hope to see them at our various 
events. The following people have joined since the 
last newsletter: 
 
Chantel le Roux - a Masters student, currently doing 
her BSc Hons degree in Microbiology.    
 
Katy Low – a student, currently studying 
environmental management, specializes in zoology.  
  
Traill Stocker - is the director of Animal Encounters, 
which is involved in various aspects of public 
education in the area of conservation as well as a 
volunteer at the FreeMe wildlife rehabilitation centre. 
 
For those existing members, we would like to thank 
you for your continued support, so far half of our 
members have paid their membership fees and we 
encourage members to carry on supporting GNoR 
BIG. 
 

Merchandise 

 
The range of merchandise currently includes:  
Baseball Caps R50 
Bat Sticker R 6 
Bat Jewellery R 15 
T-shirts - variousR40-R65 
Bat CD ‘Echo’s of the Night’ R65 
Prices may vary as new runs are made. 
 

GNoR BIG Bank Account Details 
 
Bank: Nedbank   
Branch Code: Pretoria Business (149745) 
Account Name: Gauteng and Northern Regions 

Bat Interest Group 
Account Number:  149 709 6634 
 

GNoR BIG Committee 
 
Julio Balona  
(Chairman & Research 
Coordinator) 
Tel:    016-920-3016 
Cell:   082-359-1295 
Julio.Balona@Sasol.com  
 

Wanda Markotter  
(Research) 
Tel:   012-420-4602 (W) 
Cell: 082-824-6356 
 wanda.markotter@up.ac.za 

Sharron Reynolds  
(Treasurer) 
Tel:    011-447-7740 (W) 
          011-974-0798 (H) 
Cell:   082-821-6588 
accounts@themedia.co.za 
 

Nigel Fernsby                          
(Advisory role and bathouses) 
Tel:   012-659-0087 (H/W) 
fernsby@netactive.co.za 
 

 

Werner Marais 
(Research) 
WernMarais@msn.com 
 

Trevor Morgan  
(Research) 
trevorem@mweb.co.za 

Erna Van Schalkwyk  
(Membership Secretary & Merchandise) 
Tel:    011 236 1306 
Cell:   082-927-9532 
erna.vanschalkwyk@thyssenkrupp.com 
 

Other Interest Groups 
 

Cape Bat Action Team  
 
Dr David Jacobs 
University of Cape Town 
Tel:   021-650-4011 
Fax:  021-650-3301 
E-mail: djacobs@botzoo.ac.za 
 
John Taylor 
Tel & Fax: 021-975-1248 
E-mail:  info@geographic-voyager.com 
 

KZN Bat Interest Group 
 
Secretary: Fiona Mackenzie 
Tel:   031-261-1585 / 083-944-1411 
E-mail: cjcm@mweb.co.za 
 

GNoR BIG website 
 
http://www.batsgauteng.org.za 
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THE FAR SIDE 
 
The Bat squad was called in to assist with a complaint of 
loud party music coming from a cave.  They could not 
believe what they saw ! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Horseshoe bats from previous outing.                   Photo credit: unknown.

Horseshoe bats from previous outing.                   Photo credit: unknown.


